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lett.be feom a committee of merchants in 
philadelphia to the committee of meil- 
ciiants in london, 1769. 

To Mr. David Barclay, jun. Daniel Mildred, Thomas Powell, Den- 
nys De Berdt, Christopher Chambers, Frederick Pigou, jun. and Richard 
Neave, Merchants in London. 

Philadelphia, April 8, 1769. 

Gentlemkn, 

From your letters of the 4"' and 26"" of January, we observe the 
attention you have paid to the memorial sent you by the merchants and 
traders of this city, and the pains you have taken to obtain relief from 
the grievances therein complained of : for which we thank you. 

The answer you received from the department to which you applied, 
seems to afford little hopes of obtaining redress, in a way that will put 
an end to the unhappy difference that has arisen between Great-Britain 
and her American colonies. 

We are told that the act imposing duties on glass, paper, &c. "is 
inexpedient ; but that such had been the unjustifiable conduct of some 
in America, that the Administration were of opinion the present 
juncture was not a proper season for a repeal." 

It were to be wished that Administration would never err, or that 
those affected by the errors of government would make known their 
complaints in a way the least offensive ; but as from the frailty of 
human nature neither is to be expected, it would become persons in 
power to consider whether even the "unjustifiable behaviour" of those 
who think themselves aggrieved will justify a perseverance in a measure 
confessed to be wrong. Certain it is, that the wisdom of government 
is better manifested, its honour and authority better maintained and 
supported, by correcting the errora it may have committed, than by 
persisting in them, and thereby risking the loss of the subjects affections. 

We are at a loss to know what behaviour the minister refers to, or 
who those are with whose behaviour he is disgusted. The Americans 
think that no people, who have any regard for liberty, could in their 
circumstances shew a more respectful behaviour. It is true, they can- 
not acquiesce in the Parliament's claim to tax them ; and considering 
themselves as British subjects, who cannot of right be taxed but by 
their representatives, and knowing that the loss of this privilege 
involves in it a loss of liberty, they conceive that earnest and direct 
applications against acts of Parliament, which destroy it, not only 
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justifiable, but necessary ; and that their peaceable submission to such 
acts, till the result of their applications is known, is the greatest proof 
they can give of their affections for their parent country, and respect for 
the Parliament of Great-Britain. 

The administration, it seems, "are firmly resolved to oppose a repeal 
with their utmost strength, while it shall be insisted on by threats fi-om 
our side." — ^We are apprehensive that persons in power are greatly 
abused, and that the people of America have been grossly misrepre- 
sented by some who wish well neither to Britain nor America ; otherwise 
the steps which they have taken to obtain redress could never be looked 
on as threats. It is very unfortunate that the dispute, which we fondly 
hoped was buried, and would have forever lain dormant under the 
repeal of the stamp-act, is again revived by the late acts for raising a 
revenue in America. 

In a dispute of so important a nature, in which liberty is concerned, 
it is not to be wondered if firee born, British subjects are warmed, and 
if every argument is urged that can have any weight to secure to them 
a blessing they so highly prize. Threats they never intended, but as 
all the American colonies were equally affected, it was thought that 
their joint petitions would have more weight ; and for this end the 
several assemblies communicated their sentiments to each other. This 
step, to the inexpressible surprize of all America, is represented by 
Lord Hillsborough in a late letter as a " flagitious attempt, a measure 
of a most dangerous and factious tendency, &c." The dissolution of 
assemblies that followed this letter, and the measures pursued to enforce 
the acts in America, awakened the fears, and exasperated the minds of 
the people to a very great degree. 

They therefore determined not only to defeat the intent of the acts, 
by refraining from the use of those articles on which duties were laid, 
but to put a stop to the importation of goods from Great-Britain. 
Heretofore they had almost entirely confined themselves to the use of 
British manufactures, and from their affection to Great-Britain shewed a 
fondness to imitate her fashions ; but matters being now carried with so 
high a hand, they thought it improper and injudicious to indulge that 
humour. This is the only threat we know of, and if this is sufficient to 
engage the ministry to oppose a repeal of the acts, we apprehended the 
ministry must by a change of measures endeavour to regain the 
affections of the people before they can be induced to alter their deter- 
mination. 

But we are told, that " if a proper disposition appears in the colonies, 
and their merchants in a succeeding session shall think proper to peti- 
tion Parliament on the principle of inexpediency only, there was every 
reason to believe that no part of administration will object to the 
repeal." In a matter of so great consequence we should have been 
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glad if the minister liad declared what "the proper disposition" is 
which he expects from the colonies. 

The Americans consider themselves as British subjects, entituled to all 
the rights and privileges of freemen. They think there can be no liberty 
without a security of property ; and that there can be no property if 
any can, without their consent, deprive them of the hard earned fruits 
of their labour. 

They know that they have no choice in the election of members of 
Parliament, and from their situation never can have any. Every act of 
Parliament, therefore that is made for raising a revenue in America, is, 
in their opinion, a depriving them of their property without their con- 
sent, and consequently are invasions of their liberty. 

If then the acts cannot be repealed while the ministry objects, and if 
to remove the objections the Americans must give up their sentiments, 
we must candidly confess we have little hopes of a repeal ever taking 
place : much less is it to be expected that the merchants will presume to 
petition Parliament on the principle of inexpediency only, when every 
assembly on the continent are applying for a repeal on the principle of 
right. The merchants are too sensible how jealous the Americans are 
of their liberty ever to hazard such a step. AVe apprehend that advan- 
tage may have been taken from a supposed disunion of the colonies, and 
therefore think it our duty to inform you, that the merchants of this 
province have always agreed with the other colonists in opinion, "that 
the late revenue acts were unconstitutional ;" though they refused to 
adopt a measure which at one time they believed to be premature. They 
were sensible that mutual interests is the best cement of nations ; that 
by trade and commerce the union between Great-Britain and the colo- 
nies is best preserved. They knew that multitudes in Great-Britain 
would be sufferers by a suspension of trade with her ; they were willing 
therefore to try what could be done by a memorial to their friends in 
England, who had so generally, and to so good purpose, interposed be- 
fore, and contributed so much to the repeal of the stamp act ; but no 
sooner were they apprized that no hope remained of a repeal in this 
session, than they unanimously entered into the very agreement which 
some months before, when proposed to them, they had declined. This 
agreement being formed on mature deliberation, we are of opinion the 
people of this province will firmly adhere to it. We are glad to hear 
the idea of raising taxes in America begins among all ranks with you, 
of every party, to lose ground : Happy had it been for both countries 
if it had never been started ; However, if the acts complained of are 
repealed, and no other of the like nature are attempted hereafter, the 
present unhappy jealousies will, we believe, quickly subside, and the 
people of both countries in a short time return to their usual good 
humour, confidence and affection. 
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As it is uncertain whether the Parliament, if they should think 
proper to repeal the acts, laying a duty on tea, paper, glass, &c. im- 
ported into America, will directly enter into a consideration of our 
other grievances, we must content ourselves for the present w^ith bearing 
our testimony against the several regulations of which we complained 
in our memorial, and earnestly request you to use your endeavours to 
obtain redress of those matters whenever you imagine there is a proba- 
bility of succeeding. 

We are. Gentlemen, 
Your assured friends, 
and^humble servants, 
Dan. Benezet, John Cox, jun. 

W. West, C. Thompson, 

T. Mifflin, J. M. Nesbitt, 

John Gibson, Robert Morris, 

Joseph Swift, James Mease, 

Alex. Huston, John Ehea, 

John Reynell, Will. Fisher, 

Abel James, Henry Drinker, 

Geo. Roberts, Ten. Francis. 



